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Shrewsbury has more ghosts than any other town
in England! As a busy trading port it drew people
from all over the British Isles and as far away as
Germany and the Low Countries. Not all came as
law-abiding traders — and not all passed over into
the next life when death came a-calling.

The town has over 600 ghosts, many of which have
been confirmed by paranormal researchers.The
ghosts still walk the streets and alleyways (called
‘shuts’ locally), which have remained virtually
unchanged since the thirteenth century. Walking
through this, England’s best-preserved medieval
town on a dark winter's night, it is all too easy to
feel as though you are not alone. And sometimes,
just sometimes, you know you are not alone.
Sudden drops of temperature, orbs of light; smells
of lavender or smoke; maybe even the lightest of
touches that will brush your shoulders or hair The
certainty is so overpowering that there is no need
to see a physical reality, although wraiths do show
themselves, especially to those born at midnight.

James . Patterson, a former policeman and now
town guide for Shrewsbury has walked the
unchanging streets and passageways experiencing
and learning a lot of the more unusual stories of
the town from previous generations of constables
who had, in their turn, become privy to the lesser
known legends of yesteryear.

This is a ghost book with a difference. Come and
explore this ancient town and meet some of the
old and not so nice former residents as we wander
with the author through the thirteenth-century
wards of Shrewsbury.

Come along — if you darel!
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Light orbs.
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Place for forty three pounds and ten shillings. It is a perfct
example of a building constructed by what is called “close
studding.” Back in John's time wood, especially oak, was in
short supply as most of it was being gobbled up by the Royal
Navy but he used as much wood as he could get hold of. Tt
has been suggested that you could remove nearly three
quarters of the wood and the house would still be sound. In
other words he was showing everyone just how rich he was,

By 1624 the house was in the hands of a barnister-at-law
nasty piece of
work. He had eleven legitimate children, [two of whom wene

called Timothy Turner who is described as

soms] to three different wives as well as a whole host of
illegitimate ones sired on a succession of his maid servants
who had been unlucky enough to find employment with him

His two sons were Tim, ‘a daddy’s boy’ and a royalist who
purchased a knighthood fre
the region of £700 and Tom who was not on good terms with

1 Charles 11 for somewhere in

his father because of his father's dalliances outside of
wedlock. Tom was later killed in action fighting for the
Parliamenta

n forces at Lilleshall in Shropshire. It was also
Tom who was thought ta be the “traitor” who opened the
gates in the Norman archway at the bottom of St. Mary's
Water Lane to let Cromwell

forces take the town

One of the girls employed by Timothy Turner the elder
had an illegitimate child which lived for only a couple of days
after being born. Then the servant girl died a few days later

Rumours ran wild: Suicide? Murder?
One thing that was for certain was the vicar made sure the

entry of death in the church records did not read as this rich

THE GHOSTS OF THE CASTLE WARD

es House

family would have wanted the deaths recorded. The church-
man may not have wanted to delve too much into the circum-
stances of the deaths but there was sufficient doubt in his

mind to endorse the records as ‘ot plague victins."

Upsatirs in the Riding House
at 8 and 8A Milk Street.

Rowley's House.

Prophet or devil?




